Office for Micronesian Status Negotiations

Subpart C—Derivative
Classification

§2700.21 Definition and application.

Derivative classification is the act of
assigning a level of classification to in-
formation which is determined to be
the same in substance as information
which is currently classified. Thus, de-
rivative classification may be accom-
plished by any person cleared for ac-
cess to that level of information, re-
gardless of whether the person has
original classification authority at
that level.

§2700.22 Classification guides.

OMSN shall issue classification
guides pursuant to section 2-2 of E.O.
12065. These guides, which shall be used
to direct derivative classification, shall
identify the information to be pro-
tected in specific and uniform terms so
that the information involved can be
readily identified. The classification
guides shall be approved in writing by
the President’s Personal Representa-
tive for Micronesian Status Negotia-
tions. Such approval constitutes an
original classification decision. The
classification guides shall be kept cur-
rent and shall be reviewed at least
every two years.

Subpart D—Declassification and
Downgrading

§2700.31 Declassification authority.

The Director, OMSN, is authorized to
declassify OMSN originated documents
after consultation with the appropriate
OMSN staff members.

§2700.32 Declassification general.

Declassification of classified infor-
mation shall be given emphasis com-
parable to that accorded to classifica-
tion. The determination to declassify
information shall not be made on the
basis of the level of classification as-
signed, but on the loss of the sensi-
tivity of the information with the pas-
sage of time, and with due regard for
the public interest in access to official
information. At the time of review, any
determination not to declassify shall
be based on a determination that de-
spite the passage of time since classi-

§2700.33

fication, release of information reason-
ably could still be expected to cause at
least identifiable damage to the na-
tional security.

§2700.33 Mandatory review for declas-
sification.

(a) General. All information classified
under the Order or prior orders, except
as provided for in section 3-503 of E.O.
12065 shall be subject to review for de-
classification upon request of a mem-
ber of the public, a government em-
ployee, or an agency.

(b) Receipt. (1) Requests for manda-
tory review for declassification under
section 3-501 of E.O. 12065 must be in
writing and should be addressed to: Of-
fice for Micronesian Status Negotia-
tions, ATTN: Security Officer (Manda-
tory Review Request), Room 3356, De-
partment of the Interior, Washington,
DC 20240.

(2) The requestor shall be informed of
the date of receipt of the request at
OMSN. This date will be the basis for
the time limits specified in paragraph
(c) of this section.

(3) If the request does not reasonably
describe the information sought, the
requestor shall be notified that, unless
additional information is provided or
the request is made more specific, no
further action will be taken.

(4) Subject to paragraph (b)(7) of this
section, if the information requested is
in the custody of and under the exclu-
sive declassification authority of
OMSN, OMSN shall determine whether
the information or any reasonably seg-
regable portion of it no longer requires
protection. If so, OMSN shall promptly
make such information available to
the requester, unless withholding it is
otherwise warranted under applicable
law. If the information may not be re-
leased, in whole or in part, OMSN shall
give the requester a brief statement of
the reasons, a notice of the right to ap-
peal the determination to the agency
review committee, and notice that
such an appeal must be filed with the
review committee within 60 days.

(5) When OMSN receives a request for
information in a document which is in
its custody, but which was classified by

499



